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From Editors’ desk 

Dear reader, 

We are pleased to welcome you to Volume 2, Number 10 of 
the TechnoHealth Surveillance. In this issue, we share with 
you the strategies made by the Ministry of Livestock and 
Fisheries in collaboration with the Southern African Centre 
for Infectious Disease Surveillance to strengthen animal 
disease surveillance using digital technology. 

AfyaData has been commended as a useful digital tool to 

support research data collection, submission, monitoring 

and feedback, which is presented in this issue. 

We would like to share with you the international 

upcoming events that SACIDS will participate to share its 

research activities on the infectious diseases of human and 

animals. 

Kindly find in this issue highlights on the SACIDS Resource 

Centre and its activities to enhance One Health community 

security. 

We are looking forward to your contribution of articles and 

feedback on this and other issues of TechnoHealth 

Surveillance. Kindly do not hesitate to share with us stories 

on health related events occurring in humans, animals and 

environment for the sustainability of our newsletter. 

We wish you a happy reading! 

mailto:onehealthnews@sacids.org
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From October 18-19, 2017 the Ministry of 
Livestock and Fisheries (MoLF), in 
collaboration with the Southern African 
Centre for Infectious Disease 
Surveillance (SACIDS) conducted a 
workshop of key stakeholders 
responsible for animal disease 
surveillance to identify gaps/challenges 
facing the animal disease surveillance 
system in Tanzania and propose 
solutions. The workshop was conducted 
in Kibaha and supported by the Skoll 
Global Threats Fund (SGTF) through the 
Disease Outbreak Detection and 
response in East and Southern Africa 
(DODRES) project.  

 

The need to transform disease 
surveillance systems from paper-based 
to digital system was underscored by the 
stakeholders to enhance near-to-real 
time detection, reporting and 
feedback/response at all levels. The key 
areas of the surveillance system and 
tools identified for improvement 
included customizing tool variables to 
reflect the Tanzanian context, 
engagement of community, sensitization 
and training of disease reporting agents 
at grassroots levels, improving the 
geographical coverage of the passive 
surveillance system, participatory 
approach in disease surveillance, timely 
collection of geo-reference data, 
integration of data from multiple 

sources, timely submission and access of 
data and feedback/response. 
Recommendation was made on the need 
to revise/develop additional surveillance 
forms for specific needs. Following this, 
key stakeholders revised/developed and 
digitized surveillance forms for abattoir 
report, animal movement permit, 
immediate/follow-up, outbreak 
reporting, institutional research report, 
large farms report, rumors log book, 
veterinary facility report, and weekly 
report.  

Transforming animal disease surveillance 
system from paper-based to digital 
system and its deployment using 
participatory One Health approach 
provides potential opportunity to 
complement the national surveillance 
efforts. In particular, to strengthen inter-
operable, electronic real-time public 
health surveillance system that will 
support timely capturing, submission, 
and analysis of animal health data at 
different levels.   This will ultimately 
enhance feedback mechanisms and 
response to suspected outbreaks and 
public health events/emergencies. 
As we go to press the trainings on the 
use of AfyaData and mobile-phone 
devices are being provided to 82 
Livestock Field Officers from Ulanga, 
Malinyi and Kilosa districts to support 
capture and submission of animal health 
events from community to district and 
national levels. In addition, the districts 
and MoLF are being supported with 
desktop computers to support data 
management. 

Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries to strengthen disease 

surveillance system using digital technology  
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The Southern African Centre for 
Infectious Disease Surveillance (SACIDS), 
with its headquarters at the Sokoine 
University of Agriculture (SUA), is a One 
health Virtual Centre of Academic and 
Research Institutions established in 
January 2008. It focuses on collaborative 
effort between natural and social 
sciences to advance the understanding 
of interactions between humans, animals 
and the environment to improve public 
and animal health. In May 2016 SACIDS 
was designated by the World Bank as 
African Centre of Excellence for 
Infectious Diseases of Humans and 
Animals in Eastern and Southern Africa 
(SACIDS ACE). 
 
From October 18-20, 2017 SACIDS ACE 

conducted student induction workshop 

in Morogoro to equip the recruited PhD 

and MSc students with the knowledge, 

resources and contacts that they needed 

to make a good start to their training 

programme. In addition, the workshop 

aimed at building relationships among 

students, and with academic staff and to 

align them with the aims and values of 

SACIDS ACE. Information shared with the 

students included the context of the 

SACIDS-ACE programme, structure of 

PhD programme and resources and 

support available to them.    

 

During the event SACIDS ACE had an 

opportunity to showcase its scientific 

work in promoting One Heath security 

including application of AfyaData to 

enhance early detection, timely 

reporting and prompt response to 

infectious diseases in human and animal 

populations. In addition, demonstration 

was conducted on potentiality of 

AfyaData to support capture, submission 

and feedback of other health related 

events including research data. 

AfyaData is a potential app for research data collection, 
submission, monitoring and feedback  
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Information was highlighted on the 

SACIDS innovation lab set up and its 

functionality. Following this, some 

students were attracted to community-

based disease surveillance programme 

and application of AfyaData to support 

capture, submission, monitoring and 

visualization of data in their study 

programmes. The interested students 

will be trained in detail on how to use 

AfyaData and they will receive technical 

support from SACIDS innovation lab 

throughout their project life cycle. 

Likewise, some students will take part in 

the analysis of data being collected and 

submitted by various stakeholders from 

human and animal populations using 

AfyaData. They will construct models 

which will provide guidance on disease 

control and prevention.  

 

The Epidemics 6 Conference to be held in Barcelona, Spain, November 29 to December 1, 

2017 

EPIDEMICS 6 – the 6th International Conference on Infectious Disease Dynamics will take 
place in Sitges, Barcelona, Spain from November 29 to December 1, 2017.  The event will 
bring together international delegates in an intense dialogue on ideas, data, insight, 
models and methods in the field of dynamics of infectious disease of animals and 
humans. Further details can be found on the conference 
website:www.elsevier.com/epidemics-conference 

The 35th Tanzania Veterinary Association Annual Scientific Conference, December 5-7, 
2017, Arusha, Tanzania 

Tanzania Veterinary Association (TVA) will hold its 35th Scientific Conference in Arusha 

Tanzania from December 5-7, 2017. The theme of the conference is: The role of livestock 

sector in building an industry based economy in Tanzania. The sub-Themes are: 

(i) Challenges associated with value addition in the livestock sector; (ii) Influence of 

farming system on productivity; (iii) The role of animal feed manufacturing industry on 

animal sector; (iv) The influence of antimicrobial resistance to value addition and; (v) 

Welfare and contribution of draft animals to the transformation of the agricultural sector. 

For more information, visit TVA website at www.tva.or.tz 

SACIDS will participate in these events to share its research activities. 

 

 

Key Partners: 

                                                                                                                            

Upcoming events 

http://www.elsevier.com/epidemics-conference
http://www.tva.or.tz/
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